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Introductions

• Name
• Agency
• From your perspective, what are families’ greatest 

needs are outside of child care?
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Hello
There’s nothing more 
calming in difficult 
moments than 
knowing there’s 
someone fighting with 
you. 

-Mother Teresa

Karmina
Barrales

Leanne 
Wheeler

Heidi 
Brahms

Homeless Education Program, 
California Department of Education (CDE)



Overview • Facts and Figures
• Effects and Early Education 
• Definition and Message  
• Law Overview
• Causes, Barriers and 

Supports
• Resources and Contact



Facts and Figures (1 of 3)
• In California, in 2018−19 there were 269,699 homeless 

children and youth enrolled in public schools.
• In 2015, it was estimated 220,940 children under age 

six in California experienced homelessness.
• Only nine percent were served by Head Start or Early 

Head Start or by McKinney-Vento-funded early learning 
and care (ELC) programs. 



Facts and Figures (2 of 3)
• Over half of children living in federally funded homeless 

shelters are five years old or younger.
• Consider the following statistics from the National Center on 

Family Homelessness:
• Infants who are born into homelessness need special care 

right after birth at four times the rate of housed children.
• Children who are experiencing homelessness tend to have 

very high rates of acute illness.



Facts and Figures (3 of 3)
• Infants and babies who are experiencing homelessness 

may show significantly slower development than housed 
peers the same age.

• More than one-fifth of children who are homeless 
between three and six years of age have emotional 
problems serious enough to require professional care.



Effect of Homelessness (1 of 3)
BEFORE BIRTH

Obstacles to healthy pregnancies
• Poor nutrition
• Chronic and acute health 

problems
• Lack of prenatal healthcare
• Substance abuse issues

INFANTS (0−18 MONTHS)
• Low birth weight, poor nutrition
• Lack of healthcare, daily 

routines, and immunizations
• Unhealthy living environment
• Exposure to disease/illness
• Physical effects due to 

unhealthy pregnancy



Effect of Homelessness (2 of 3)
TODDLERS (UP TO 3 YEARS)

• Significant developmental delays 
that are linked to subsequent 
behavioral and emotional 
problems

• Reactions to continual stress 
such as insecurity, fear, distrust, 
irritability, and regression in 
cognitive development

PRESCHOOLERS 
(3 TO 6 YEARS)

Thirty-five percent of homeless 
preschoolers have emotional or 
behavioral problems:
• Cries more easily
• Intense reaction to minor events
• Depressed, withdrawn, anxious, 

or aggressive



Effects of Homelessness (3 of 3)
• Approximately 75 percent of preschoolers who are 

homeless have at least one major developmental delay.
• Approximately 40 percent of preschoolers who are 

homeless have two or more major developmental 
delays.



Sharing the Message



Homeless Definition: Stereotype



Homeless Definition



Homeless Definition (1 of 4)
• Individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 

residence
• A fixed residence is one that is stationary, permanent, 

and not subject to change.
• A regular residence is one that is used on a normal, 

standard, and consistent basis.
• An adequate residence is one that is sufficient for 

meeting both the physical and psychological needs 
typically met in home environments.



Homeless Definition (2 of 4)
Examples of homelessness include children and youth 
living in:
• Shared housing due to economic hardship, loss of 

housing, or natural disasters
• Motels or hotels



Homeless Definition (3 of 4)
Examples cont.
• Public or private places not designed for sleeping
• Trailer parks or campgrounds 
• Cars, parks, and abandoned buildings 
• Emergency, transitional or any other shelters 



Homeless Definition (4 of 4)
• To determine if a homeless child or youth lives in 

substandard living conditions consider:
• Health and safety concerns 
• Number of occupants per square foot
• Age of occupants
• State and local building codes



The Law: McKinney-Vento (1 of 4)
• Originally passed in 1987
• Reauthorized in 2015 by the Every Student Succeeds 

Act (ESSA) which went into effect on October 1, 2016
• Provides stability, access, and support for academic 

success for homeless children and youth, including 
preschool-aged children



The Law: McKinney-Vento (2 of 4)
• Under the 42 United States Code (U.S.C.) Section 

11432(g)(6)(A), it states that homeless liaisons 
should identify preschool-aged children experiencing 
homelessness through outreach and coordination 
activities with outside agencies.

• Coordinate with social service agencies, child 
development programs, early intervention programs, 
and other preschool programs (such as Head Start, 
State-funded preschool, etc.).



The Law: McKinney-Vento (3 of 4)
• Preschool programs are required to:

• Enroll homeless children in their programs, even if the 
parent or guardian cannot provide the paperwork 
normally required such as immunizations, proof of 
residence, etc.

• Offer comparable services, including transportation, to 
preschoolers who are homeless and collaborate these 
services with local educational agencies (LEAs) and 
other service providers



The Law: McKinney-Vento (4 of 4)
• Under ESSA, school of origin now includes preschool 

and school of origin refers to the school in which the 
homeless child was last enrolled.

• LEAs and preschool programs are required to continue 
the child’s education in the school of origin for the 
duration of their homelessness.



Causes and Barriers
CAUSES OF HOMELESSNESS

• Lack of affordable housing
• Poverty
• Health problems
• Domestic violence
• Natural and other disasters
• Abuse, neglect, and/or 

abandonment

BARRIERS TO ACCESSIBILITY
• High mobility accompanying 

homelessness
• Lack of enrollment documents 

needed
• Lack of transportation
• A shortage of classroom slots
• Lack of awareness



Homeless Liaisons (1 of 2)
• All LEAs must designate a homeless liaison to assist 

homeless children and youth with identification, 
enrollment, accessibility, and success in school.
• A list of all homeless liaisons can be found on the 

Homeless Education page of the CDE website.
• LEA liaisons must ensure that:

• Homeless children and youth are identified including 
infants, toddlers, and preschool age children.

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/


Homeless Liaisons (2 of 2)
• Access is provided for enrollment and retention
• Families are informed of and receive educational 

opportunities and services
• Children and youth who do not have immunizations 

are assisted
• Ensure that educational rights are at each “parent 

area” within each early education program 



Homeless Education Poster
Posters must be posted in areas 
frequented by parents, guardians, and 
unaccompanied homeless youth, in a 
manner and form understandable to them 
and include the Homeless Liaison contact 
information. To find the homeless 
education poster, visit the Resources for 
Homeless Children and Youth page of the 
CDE website.

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/


Poster Strategy and Use
• Post notice of rights under Education for Homeless 

Children and Youth (EHCY) in places that 
homeless families with young children frequent and 
in a manner that they can understand

• Ensure that these posters are at each “parent area” 
within each early education program



Poster as a Strategy  (1 of 5)
Resources for Homeless Children and Youth page of the CDE website

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/


Poster as a Strategy  (2 of 5)
Resources for Homeless Children and Youth page of the CDE website

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/


Poster as a Strategy  (3 of 5)
Resources for Homeless Children and Youth page of the CDE website

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/


Poster as a Strategy  (4 of 5)
Resources for Homeless Children and Youth page of the CDE website

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/


Poster as a Strategy  (5 of 5)
Resources for Homeless Children and Youth page of the CDE website

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/


Kings County Highlight



CDE Management Bulletin 18-04-
Connecting Families

• MB guidance- How do we reach and support families 
with age eligible children?

• Management Bulletin assisted in the process of creating 
a system of communication with Homeless Liaison. 

• KCAO began working with other ECE program within 
agency to discuss next steps with Homeless Liaison.



Resources and Contact
• Homeless Education page of the CDE website 

Equitable Reminders, training, PowerPoints, letters, 
forms, etc. 

• Homeless Education Listserv page of the CDE website
• CDE Homeless Education Program’s Toll-free Number 

is 1-866-856-8214 and the general email is 
HomelessED@cde.ca.gov

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/homelesslistserv.asp
mailto:HomelessED@cde.ca.gov


Thank you!!

Karmina Barrales
Kbarrales@cde.ca.gov

Leanne Wheeler
Lwheeler@cde.ca.gov

Heidi Brahms
Hbrahms@cde.ca.gov

Homeless Education Program, 
California Department of Education

mailto:Kbarrales@cde.ca.gov
mailto:Lwheeler@cde.ca.gov
mailto:Hbrahms@cde.ca.gov


Homekey: 
A Journey Home

Mao Lee
Policy and Program Support Manager

&
Douglas Truong

Program Specialist

Department of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD)

June 23, 2021



Homelessness in California (CA) 
41 in every 10,000 people were 
experiencing homelessness 

6.8% or 10,270
change from 2019

16.2% or 22,562
change from 2007

70.35%

29.65%

Unsheltered (113,660)
Sheltered (47,888)

135,000 individuals
25,000 people in families with children
12,000 unaccompanied homeless youth
11,000 veterans
48,500 chronically homeless individuals

Source: 2020 Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development



CA Confronts the Homelessness 
Crisis during the Pandemic

• Priority: Fighting the spread of COVID very early in the pandemic.

• How: Development of Housing and Homelessness Taskforce within state’s 
emergency operations infrastructure made up of health, housing, and 
emergency responders.

• Impact: Statewide interagency effort to develop rapid and comprehensive 
solutions, leveraging federal and state funding.
•Consistent guidance and technical assistance to homelessness providers
•Greater flexibility with use of state funding—outreach, safety services, etc.
• Innovative solutions to protect individuals experiencing homelessness



Homekey

CA establishes Homekey, July 2020
Homekey: Acquisition of hotel/motels/residential care 
facilities to convert into permanent, interim to 
permanent, or interim housing for persons experiencing 
homeless 

Partnership: Local government entities including housing 
authorities, cities, and counties

Funding: $846 million from Coronavirus Aid Relief Funds 
(CRF), CA General Fund (GF) and philanthropic partners 

Impact: 5,911 new interim and permanent housing units



CRF & GF Award Distributions by 
Geographic Region

Regions Total Award 
(CRF + GF) Awarded CRF CRF

Percent

Awarded 
General 

Fund (GF)

GF 
Percent

Overall 
Homeless 
Population 
(PIT–2019)

PIT 
Percent

Bay Area $274,505,179 $257,022,711 34.41% $17,482,468 34.96% 37,195 24.59%

Southern California $65,949,089 $64,399,823 8.62% $1,549,266 3.10% 15,360 10.15%

Central Coast $22,679,661 $22,679,661 3.04% $0 0.00% 7,320 4.84%

San Joaquin Valley $63,246,531 $61,546,531 8.24% $1,700,000 3.40% 8,948 5.91%

Sacramento Area $38,627,493 $38,405,349 5.14% $222,144 0.44% 6,833 4.52%

Los Angeles Area $268,374,750 $240,021,552 32.13% $28,353,200 56.71% 59,351 39.23%

San Diego Area $37,690,283 $37,690,283 5.05% $0 0.00% 8,102 5.36%

Balance of State $25,927,014 $25,234,092 3.38% $692,922 1.39% 8,169 5.40%

Total $797,000,000 $747,000,000 100.0% $50,000,000 100.0% 151,278 100.0%
Source: 2021 Legislative Report California Department of Housing and Community Development 



Project Types

Permanent Housing
– Restricting the use and eligible tenant 

or target population for 55 years

Interim Housing
– No plan for conversion to permanent 

housing

Interim to Permanent
– Plan for conversion to permanent 

housing in the future Source: Permanent Connections :: 
Health, Housing & Homeless :: Contra 
Costa Health Services (cchealth.org)

https://cchealth.org/h3/permanent-connections.php
https://cchealth.org/h3/permanent-connections.php


Program Timeline

JUL 2020

NOFA Released
HCD released a Homekey 
Notice of Funding 
Availability for $550,000,000 
in Coronavirus Relief Funds 
(CRF) and $50,000,000 in 
State General Fund (GF) on 
July 16, 2020. The 
Application Period began on 
July 22, 2020.

AUG 2020

Award Announcements 
Begin
Award Announcements 
began in August 2020 
and were issued 
through October 2020.

SEP 2020

Additional Funds 
Announced
The first application period 
closed on September 29th. 
The same da, Governor 
Newsom announced his 
proposal for an additional 
$200 million in CRF for 
Homekey, pending 
conversations with the 
legislature.

OCT 2020

New Funding Approval
On October 7, the Joint 
Legislative Budget Committee 
approved the request for 
additional funding. HCD 
continued awarding funds for 
waitlisted applicants that 
could close escrow by the 
December 30th deadline.

NOV 2020

Redeploying Unused 
Funds
HCD began redeploying 
unutilized funds in 
November, until all funds 
were awarded.

DEC 2020

Expenditure Deadline
Applicants were required 
to expend all CRF funds 
by December 30th. By 
this point, 94 awards had 
been made to 51 different 
jurisdictions for a 
combined 120 unique 
project sites.

JAN 2021

Reporting Ramp-Up
HCD’s Division of State Grant 
Management published the 
annual report form, which 
grantees would use to fill out 
their contract expenditure 
information and project 
accomplishments.

FEB 2021

Reports Due
The first Grantee 
Expenditure Report was 
due to the Department on 
February 1, 2021. This 
report was due from all 
awarded projects, and the 
Department received 100% 
of these required reports.

Source: 2021 Legislative Report California Department of Housing and Community Development 



Eligible Uses 

• Acquisition or rehabilitation of motels, hotels, 
or hostels. 

• Master leasing of properties. 

• Acquisition of other sites and assets.

• Conversion of units from nonresidential to 
residential in a structure with a certificate of 
occupancy as a motel, hotel, or hostel.



Equity and Accessibility 

Program design components included:

• Implicit Bias and Cultural Competency training for all staff, allowing for a more 
tolerant, understanding and informed support team. 

• Unit set-asides for residents with mobility disabilities and hearing or vision 
disabilities. 

• Use of racial equity frameworks to identify the needs of those suffering from 
multiple forms of inequity. 

• Needs assessments, individual service planning, monitoring and trauma-
informed care to help support the participant regardless of their needs. 



Homekey Target Population

Individuals and families who are 
experiencing homelessness or at 
risk of homelessness. People 
experiencing homelessness or who 
are at risk of homelessness were 
considered inherently impacted by 
COVID-19.

Source: Homelessness Statistics -
National Alliance to End Homelessness

https://endhomelessness.org/homelessness-in-america/homelessness-statistics/
https://endhomelessness.org/homelessness-in-america/homelessness-statistics/


Project Types by Geographic Region 
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Total Doors and Units
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Average Homekey Cost Per Door

$108,004 

$155,294 

$120,626 
$140,004 

$105,863 $106,832 

$79,188 

$143,820 
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Source: 2021 Legislative Report  California Department of Housing and Community Development 



Tenant Outcomes

Together, this program supported housing for: 

• At-risk and former foster youth 
• LGTBQ+ youth 
• People living with HIV 
• Essential farmworkers 
• Native American communities 
• Vulnerable seniors 
• People experiencing racial and 

economic disparities 

• Women and children escaping unsafe 
housing situations 

• Families 
• Veterans 
• People with disabilities 
• And hundreds of people experiencing 

homelessness 



Source: 2021 Legislative Report California Department of Housing and Community Development



CA Comeback Plan Housing and Homelessness

Homekey Family Homes: $3.5 billion of American Rescue Plan 

Act funds to continue the Homekey program and $1.85 billion of 

the funds will be specifically targeted toward homeless families.

Source: California Roars Back: Governor Newsom Announces Historic $12 Billion 
Package to Confront the Homelessness Crisis | California Governor

https://www.gov.ca.gov/2021/05/11/california-roars-back-governor-newsom-announces-historic-12-billion-package-to-confront-the-homelessness-crisis/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2021/05/11/california-roars-back-governor-newsom-announces-historic-12-billion-package-to-confront-the-homelessness-crisis/


Other HCD Programs Pertinent to Homekey
Programs Purpose Serves

No Place Like 
Home

Create housing with supportive services that help people 
remain stable in their homes.

People with serious mental illness 
who are experiencing homelessness, 
chronic homelessness, or who are at 
risk of chronic homelessness.

Veterans Housing 
& Homelessness 
Prevention

Provide stable, affordable apartments for veterans priced out 
of the rental and homeownership markets.

Veterans experiencing or at risk of 
homelessness.

Emergency 
Solutions Grant

Increase the number of, and quality of, emergency shelters for 
individuals and families experiencing homelessness; help 
operate these shelters; provide essential services to shelter 
residents; rapidly re-house individuals and families 
experiencing homelessness; and prevent families/individuals 
from becoming homeless. 

Individuals and families experiencing 
or at risk of homelessness.

Housing for a 
Healthy California

To create affordable apartments with supportive services. People who are experiencing 
homelessness or chronic 
homelessness who are also high-
cost healthcare consumers. 



QUESTIONS?



For more information:

Review the 2021 Legislative Report from the California Department of 
Housing and Community Development—Homekey: A Journey Home

Visit the Homekey program page of the California Department of 
Housing and Community Development website.

THANK YOU!

https://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/plans-reports/docs/HCD100_HomekeyReport_v18.pdf
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/grants-funding/active-funding/homekey.shtml
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/plans-reports/docs/HCD100_HomekeyReport_v18.pdf


Economic Supports for 
Families with Young Children

California Department of Social Services
California Department of Education, Nutritional 

Services Division



Family 
Engagement & 
Empowerment 
Division 
(FEED)
STATE STEWARDSHIP 
TEAM (SST)
JUNE 23, 2021



Agenda
• Our Programs: 
• CalFresh and Nutrition
• Housing & Homelessness
• California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs)
• Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP): Coming Soon!

•Questions



The FEED 
Leadership 
Team
Alexis Fernandez, 
CalFresh & Nutrition
Corrin Buchannan, 
Housing &  Homelessness
Kristina Meza, CalWORKs
Jennifer Hernandez, 
FEED 



Our Programs: Empower 
people, families and 
communities to thrive.

CALFRESH, CALWORKS, HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS AND 
THE CHILD AND ADULT CARE FOOD PROGRAM (CACFP)



CalFresh 
& 

Nutrition 
Better access, to 
better food, for 

better living. 



CalFresh Logos 



Who We Serve
Over 4 million individuals and families with low-income each month, 
including children, older adults, working families and more.

2,191,350 2,419,045 2,567,240 2,639,252 2,578,120 2,549,270 2,523,606 2,429,072 2,359,544 2,346,777 2,384,171 2,429,623 2,431,060

4,077,117
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3.1 – CalFresh Caseload

CalFresh Households CalFresh Persons



Innovation During the Pandemic
• Implemented first ever Pandemic 

Electronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT) 
Program; issued over $2 billion in 
additional food benefits for families 
with children and soon issuing an 
estimated $6 billion more.

• Issued Over $3.9 billion in CalFresh 
Emergency Allotments since March 
2019

• Implemented EBT Online Purchasing
• Implemented  State Funded Emergency 

Food Box Distributions; $5-$8 million 
each month

• Implemented New Digital Workforce 
Services Tool & Laptop Loaner 
Program

• Implemented Virtual Review 
Procedures

• Operated largest multi-county 
Disaster CalFresh Program, including 
first ever phone-based service 
delivery model

• Soon Implementing Digital Nutrition 
Education Services Tool



CalWORKs 
& Family 

Resilience 
Reduce 

intergenerational 
poverty and build 

resilience for 
California families. 



Who We Serve 
CALWORKS PROVIDES: 

• Temporary cash assistance to 
meet basic family needs

• Educational opportunities, 
employment and training 
programs, and barrier removal 
services to assist the family move 
toward self sufficiency

COMPONENTS INCLUDE: 

• Time limits on eligibility (48 
months, soon to be 60 months!)

•Work requirements
• Supportive services to encourage 

engagement (child care, 
transportation, housing)

• Two-generation (2Gen) focused 
services



CalWORKs Caseload
Total Number 
of Individuals: 
1,111,744
Total Number 
of Children: 
690,048



CalWORKs 
Innovation 
During the 
Pandemic

• Implemented Golden State Grant (GSG) payments to 
CalWORKs Families

• Conducted first ever outreach to all CalWORKs families on 
issuance of GSG. Now launching outreach efforts to support 
tax filing and access to California state parks. 

• Implemented New Digital Workforce Services Tool & Laptop 
Loaner Program for the CalWORKs Home Visiting Program 
(HVP) and Indian Health Clinics

• Provided emergency stipend payments to all CalWORKs 
Stage 1 Child Care Providers through a partnership with the 
Foundation for California Community Colleges

• Managed stakeholder engagement for the Child Care 
Transfer, successfully engaging thousands of stakeholders 
during the process, launched a partnership with Parent 
Voices, Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP), Child 
Care Law Center (CCLC), and CACFP Roundtable to 
support the stakeholder engagement efforts and develop 
corresponding transition related reports. 



Housing & 
Homeless 

Branch 
Mission: To empower 
communities to end 
homelessness and 
promote housing 

stability for all 
Californians. 



Housing and Homelessness Branch (HHB)  
Overview
• HHB programs served over 100,000 individuals across our six county 

and tribal administered programs in 2020. 
• The May Revise proposes a fivefold increase in funding to better 

address unmet need.
• We provide in-depth technical assistance to new and continuing 

county and tribal grantees, including systems-level capacity building 
and workforce development supports. 



Ending Family Homelessness 
• CalWORKs Homeless Assistance

An entitlement program that helps families in the CalWORKs program who 
are homeless or at risk of homelessness meet the costs of accessing 
temporary shelter and securing permanent housing. 

• CalWORKs Housing Support Program 
Assists families in the CalWORKs program who are experiencing 
homelessness through evidence-based interventions including rapid 
rehousing

• Bringing Families Home
Serves individuals and families involved with the child welfare system who 
are experiencing a housing crisis, including supporting family reunification 
and preventing foster care placements



Serving seniors and people with 
disabilities

• Housing and Disability Advocacy Program (HDAP)
Assists people experiencing homelessness stabilize in permanent housing 
while also advocating for disability benefits

• Home Safe
Provides homelessness assistance and prevention services for older and 
dependent adults involved with Adult Protective Services

• Project Roomkey and Rehousing
Supports non-congregate sheltering and rehousing efforts for people 
experiencing homelessness who are COVID positive, exposed or at high 
risk of medical complications due to COVID-19



New programming: Community Care 
Expansion program

• The proposed Community Care Expansion program is designed to 
fund the acquisition, construction, and/or rehabilitation of adult and senior 
care facilities in support of individuals and families who are homeless or 
at risk of homelessness.

• The number of Supplemental Security Income/State Supplementary 
Payment (SSI/SSP) recipients residing in Residential Care Facilities for 
the Elderly and Adult Residential Facilities has decreased significantly 
and is expected to continue to decline due to the economic impact of 
COVID-19.

• Program funds will be directed to grantees including counties and tribes.



Child and 
Adult 

Care Food 
Program
(CACFP)



What is CACFP
A federal nutrition program that provides reimbursement for healthy meals 
and snacks served to infants, children, and adults
2018–19 California data (pre-pandemic): 
• 1,400 CACFP Operators
• 22,000 sites
• 155 million meals served

DSS Role: 
State agencies (SA) manage the CACFP on behalf of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture
SAs responsibilities:

• Approve agencies to operate the CACFP at the local level
• Provide guidance, training, and resources to assist local agencies to 

effectively operate the CACFP
• Reimburse local agencies for serving nutritious meals and snacks



Who Participates in CACFP?
Child Care Centers: Licensed nonprofit, for-profit, and public agencies 
that serve meals and snacks to children
Child Care Homes: Providers who sign an agreement with an approved 
CACFP day care home sponsor
At-Risk After School Care Centers: Agencies that provide after school 
care and serve supper and/or snacks to school-age children
Emergency Shelters: Agencies that provide short-term housing and food 
to children 18 years and younger
Adult Day Care Centers: Licensed nonprofit and for-profit agencies that 
serve meals and snacks to adults



CACFP
REQUIREMENTS
• Complete annual training
• Serve foods that meet the 

requirements of the CACFP meal 
patterns

• Keep records of
• Food purchased with CACFP 

funds and served to participants
• Meal counts
• Attendance
• Program costs

BENEFITS
• Reimbursement for meals allows 

agencies to spend more money on 
other parts of their program

• Nutritious meals and snacks are 
served to participants

• Trainings and resources are 
provided to support the agency

• Claims and applications are 
submitted online

• Healthy eating habits and 
incorporation of physical activity are 
promoted



Questions
THANK YOU FOR LISTENING!
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TONY 
THURMOND

State 
Superintendent 

of Public 
Instruction

System of Support
Seven U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Child Nutrition Programs (CNP)
1. National School Lunch Program
2. School Breakfast Program
3. Special Milk Program
4. USDA Food Distribution Program
5. Child and Adult Care Food Program  
6. Summer Food Service Program and 

Seamless Summer Option
7. Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Program



TONY 
THURMOND

State 
Superintendent 

of Public 
Instruction

Child Nutrition Meals

• Support local economies

• Promote fresh, healthy meals

• Benefit our students and children 
and adults in care
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How CACFP Works
• USDA is the federal oversight agency and has 

an agreement with the state educational 
agency to administer CACFP.

• State responsibilities:
– Approve agencies to operate the CACFP at 

the local level
– Provide guidance, training, and resources to 

assist local agencies to effectively operate 
the CACFP

– Reimburse local agencies for serving 
nutritious meals and snacks
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Types of CACFP Operators
• Emergency Shelters: Adult Day Care Centers

• At-Risk After School Care Centers

• Child Care Centers

• Child Care Homes
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Benefits to Child Care Providers
• Reimbursement for meals allows agencies to 

spend more money on other parts of their 
program

• Nutritious meals and snacks are served 
• Free training, resources and 

technical assistance

• Healthy eating habits and 
incorporation of physical activity 
are promoted and can help with 
marketing
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COVID-19
• Meal service times flexibilities

• Non-congregate feeding

• Home delivery

• Meal pattern flexibilities

• Parent or guardian pick-up

• CACFP At-risk area eligibility 
waiver

COVID-19 Guidance in the Child Nutrition Programs 
page of CDE website

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/cnpcovid19guidance.asp
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Agency Sharing and 
Discussion



Question for Discussion

How can we work together as a system to better 
coordinate service delivery across agencies to support 
economic stability for children and families?



Looking Ahead



2021 SST Themes
Meeting 1: Mar 10 Meeting 2: Jun 23 Meeting 3: Sep 8 Meeting 4: Dec 8
Focus Area: Whole 
Child/Whole 
Family—Integrated 
Service Delivery
Theme: Supporting 
the unique needs of 
children and families 
through a 
comprehensive 
network of early 
learning, health, 
mental health, 
economic, and 
housing supports.

Focus Area: Whole 
Child/Whole Family 
—Integrated Service 
Delivery
Theme: Supporting 
the unique needs of 
children and families 
through a 
comprehensive 
network of early 
learning, health, 
mental health, 
economic, and 
housing supports.

Focus Area: 
Whole Child—
Mental Health; 
Trauma
Theme: Supporting 
family mental 
health as a core 
component of 
healthy child 
development.

Focus Area: 
Workforce—Mixed 
Delivery Workforce 
System
Theme: Supporting 
the professional 
needs of the early 
childhood workforce.



2021 SST Meetings

Meeting 3: September 8th (10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.)
Meeting 4: December 8th (10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.)



Thank you!
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